
SDG 12: 

CONSUMPTION 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 12: Facts and figures 

• Each year, an estimated one third of all food produced – equiva-

lent to 1.3 billion tones worth around $1 trillion – ends up rotting 

in the bins of consumers and retailers, or spoiling due to poor 

transportation and harvesting practices. 

• If people worldwide switched to energy efficient light bulbs the 

world would save US$120 billion annually. 

• Should the global population reach 9.6 billion by 2050, the equiva-

lent of almost three planets could be required to provide the natu-

ral resources needed to sustain current lifestyles. 

Water 

• Less than 3 per cent of the world’s water is fresh (drinkable), of 

which 2.5 per cent is frozen in the Antarctica, Arctic and glaciers. 

Humanity must therefore rely on 0.5 per cent for all of man’s eco-

system’s and fresh water needs. 

• Man is polluting water faster than nature can recycle and purify 

water in rivers and lakes. 

• More than 1 billion people still do not have access to fresh water. 

• Excessive use of water contributes to the global water stress. 

• Water is free from nature but the infrastructure needed to deliver 

it is expensive. 



GOAL 12: Targets 

• By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and con-

sumer levels and reduce food losses along production and supply 

chains, including post-harvest losses; 

• By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of 

chemicals and all wastes throughout their life cycle, in accordance 

with agreed international frameworks, and significantly reduce 

their release to air, water and soil in order to minimize their ad-

verse impacts on human health and the environment; 

• By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through preven-

tion, reduction, recycling and reuse; 

• Encourage companies, especially large and transnational compa-

nies, to adopt sustainable practices and to integrate sustainability 

information into their reporting cycle; 

• Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable, in ac-

cordance with national policies and priorities; 

• By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant infor-

mation and awareness for sustainable development and lifestyles 

in harmony with nature; 

• Support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and 

technological capacity to move towards more sustainable patterns 

of consumption and production; 

• Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development 

impacts for sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes 

local culture and products; 

• Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage waste-

ful consumption by removing market distortions, in accordance 

with national circumstances, including by restructuring taxation 

and phasing out those harmful subsidies, where they exist, to re-

flect their environmental impacts, taking fully into account the 

specific needs and conditions of developing countries and minimiz-

ing the possible adverse impacts on their development in a man-

ner that protects the poor and the affected communities. 







The world's reliance on natural resources has continued to accelerate 

over the last two decades. One measurement of this reliance is the 

material footprint: the amount of primary materials required to meet 

basic needs for food, clothing, water, shelter, infrastructure and other 

aspects of life.  

It is an indicator of the pressure put on the environment to support 

economic growth and to satisfy the material needs of people.  

Material footprint by type of material, 2010 and 2017 (billions of metric tons) 

The global material footprint grew from 73.2 billion metric tons in 

2010 to 85.9 billion metric tons in 2017, a 17.4 per cent increase. The 

footprint expanded for all types of materials, but especially for non-

metallic minerals (which accounted for almost half of the global foot-

print), pointing to growth in the areas of infrastructure and construc-

tion. In 2015, the material footprint per capita in high-income coun-

tries was over 10 times larger than in low-income countries.  

Urgent action is needed to decrease our reliance on raw materials and 

increase recycling and “circular economy” approaches to reduce envi-

ronmental pressure and impact  



 



 





 



 



 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

  BEFORE  

YOU BUY IT  

ASK  

“DO I REALLY  

NEED THIS?” 






